
 

 Report from your local Unitary Councillor, Cllr David Hopkins 

Focus on the local plan and moving towards the Planning Inspectors enquiry in the spring. 

I attended a NALC Planning Seminar in Aylesbury on 24 November focusing on local plans and the 

Bucks Local Plan and the MK Local Plan, MK2050 in particular. The seminar was titled Futureproof 

Planning, and the slide set will be circulated to fellow councillors separately. 

However, headlines from the event 

Expect an announcement from government on its changes to NPPF (National Planning Policy 

Framework) on 24 December. Major changes expected 

• Restrictions on additional ‘evidence’ presented at planning appeals 

• Neighbourhood Plans would be valid for only 5 years (currently 10) 

• Changes to National Development management Policies. Unlike the broader National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), which guides plan-making and decision-taking, NDMPs 

are intended to directly influence planning decisions by overriding local policies where there 

is a conflict. 

• The Secretary of State will ‘call in’ any planning decisions for sites with over 150 dwellings 

• Parishes will no longer be considered as statutory consultees 

• New combined authorities being promoted 

• Housing delivery is currently at a 10-year low 

• MK has a 7.31-year land supply (min acceptable is 5 years) but Bucks varies from area to area 

from 3.62 years to 0.75 years in south of the county. 

What we don’t know 

• The role of ‘community engagement’ moving forward 

• What will be the revised ‘Neighbourhood Priority Statements’ – these are supposed to be 

focused mainly on local issues, priorities and ideas drawn from forms of thorough survey and 

not move on – at that stage – to what initiative might be best to deliver on those priorities 

• The status of climate change as it seems that Environment Outcome Reports will replace 

Strategic Environment Assessments. This means a developer simply pays a sum in 

compensation or creates an alternative environment to replace areas destroyed in 

development. Whilst the government always sites bats or spiders etc this also applies to 

dormice and badgers! 

So 

• Is it a system in turmoil 



• Is the government attempting to achieve more from less 

• Does the government, as it appears, view parishes as ‘blockers’? 

• And therefore, town and parish councils are being driven to lead on behalf of their respective 

communities 

Conclusions 

• A move towards multi parish neighbourhood plans and joint neighbourhood spatial 

strategies, scenario planning and the use of professional specialist consultants. 

• Local Plans do not think spatially, strategic planning councils choose the least worse options 

in its planning decision  

• The Government has now published new planning practice guidance (PPG) on Green Belt 

land which outlines the steps to be taken by Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) in assessing 

Green Belt land to identify grey belt, assessing development proposals on grey belt land and 

the Golden Rules (specifically accessibility to green space). 

• Town and Parish Councils must make themselves aware of their rights under Rule 6 status.  

An Inquiry procedure also enables interested parties to apply for ‘Rule 6’ status. This means 

that parishes can actively engage in the inquiry process and will provide a Statement of Case, 

proofs of evidence and cross examine at the inquiry. 

• Government also views ‘nature’ as a blocker to planning. However, the Planning and 

Infrastructure Bill look at establishing the Nature Restoration Fund and thereby create the 

opportunity for housing and infrastructure to do more for environmental recovery. 

• Under the mitigation hierarchy the developer pays money to natural England with which 

they would acquire alternative sites for displaced nature elsewhere. But there will be the loss 

of specific habitats. However, it is claimed that developers actually prefer to retain green 

spaces as they add to the value of the built environment. A new Nature Bill is due in 2026. 

• People are urged to review the *Wild Justice Report at 

https://wildjustice.org.uk/general/lost-nature-report/  

• National research reveals that only *53% of green features are ever delivered in the finished 

developments 

 

The seminar then referred to the Local Plan for Buckinghamshire 

https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/local-

planning/buckinghamshire-local-plan/  

And the Natural Environment Partnership, which is the Local Nature Partnership for Buckinghamshire 

and Milton Keynes  

https://bucksmknep.co.uk/ and https://bucksmknep.co.uk/nature-strategy/  

Recommendations from your ward councillor to the Parish Council 

1. That Little Brickhill looks to work with its fellow Danesborough Parish and Town Councils 

to have professional representation at the forthcoming public (Inspectors) Enquiry – likely 

to be late Spring 2026 - and to place within its budget its proportional share of that cost 

based loosely on its population figures. Assuming a total cost of £15K that would amount 

to just a 5% proportion for Little Brickhill. 

2. That Little Brickhill appoints a representative to attend a Task and Finish Group made up of 

representatives of each of the parishes under the heading of Danesborough Futures T&F 

https://wildjustice.org.uk/general/lost-nature-report/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/local-planning/buckinghamshire-local-plan/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/local-planning/buckinghamshire-local-plan/
https://bucksmknep.co.uk/
https://bucksmknep.co.uk/nature-strategy/


Group with the set purpose of selecting a suitable professional consultancy to act on their 

behalf jointly, set out the terms and conditions of the appointment and the outcomes 

required for representation at the Public Enquiry 

 

Note: The seminar also heard that it was both lawful and encouraged for parishes to use s106 

monies for the preparation of Neighbourhood Plans. 

What can the s106 Receipts can be spent on by town and parish councils? 
 
Regulations state that this proportion of funds must be used ‘to support the development of  
the local area by funding 
 
(a) The provision, improvement, replacement, operation or maintenance of infrastructure; or 
(b) Anything else that is concerned with addressing the demands that development places on  
an area.’ 
 
This gives Parish and Town Councils considerable freedom to spend their proportion of s106 on  
things that address the impacts of developments on the area. 
 
Examples include: 
• Improvements to village halls, playparks, footpaths, streetlights etc. 
• Preparation of a Neighbourhood Development Plan (providing it addresses the demands that 
development places on the area) 
• Planning Application Fees – monies can be used towards a planning application fee that relates 
to community proposals 

 

 

 Other Matters 

As you will be aware, both the parish clerk and I report issues 

frequently to MKCC. The council reports that it has just one open enquiry for the Little Brickhill area. 

This is for a blocked gully outside the White House on Watling Street. The drain is still completely 

blocked 

This was the response provided to the enquiry by MK City Council: 

 MKCC apparently follow a risk-based approach to gully cleansing. This is in line with its Codes of 

Practice which sets out how it will carry out the maintenance of its 75,000+ gullies and drainage 

infrastructure. They maintain that as they can't do everything, they use a method of prioritising 

maintenance actions so that areas with recorded flooding issues are done more frequently. 



MKCC apparently assess requests for gully cleaning based on flood risk; photographic evidence or 

site visits; when we last visited or if there is a planned visit; last recorded silt level. After this 

assessment has been made, the enquiry will be either Critical, High, Moderate or Low Risk. 

Critical areas: they report will be visited twice a year to make sure all the roadside gullies are working 

to capacity. 

High Risk: will be done once every two years. 

Medium Risk: will be done every four years. 

Low Risk: we will attend once within a six-year period. 

The councils gully tanker is in constant use and so if it attends a site as part of its cleaning 

programme and cannot access the gully due to parked vehicles, it is likely that we will be unable to 

attend again until the next planned cleaning date. 

   Safety Scheme and Signage 

Phil Jeffs - Senior Highways Engineer reports that he has been given approval to progress with the 

previously published designs – details of scheme given below. Work on the scheme should have 

commenced on 27th November. 

• New SID on Gt Brickhill Lane 

• New gateway signs 

• New Local Advanced direction sign 

• Removal of national speed limit sign 

No guard railing at the junction of Gt Brickhill Lane/Watling St was possible due to the number of 

utilities in the footway. MKCC Highways also comment that they don’t think that even if they had 

installed the railing this would have left enough width on the footway for pedestrians. 

   Parishes Forum 

The Parishes Forum (online only this time) hosted by MKCC on 4 December includes 

• AI – Artificial Intelligence – Cloudy IT  

David Hall (Managing Director) 



Steve Walker (Head of AI) 

• MKCC and AI  

Lisa Beckett (MKCC – Head of Customer and Insight)  

• Parish Successes – AI (A Parish Perspective)  

Lynne Compton (Town Clerk – Stony Stratford Town Council) 

• Good News and Hot Issues – Sports Strategy Update  

Kelly Sutton (MKCC - Sports Partnership Officer) 

Sarah Gonsalves (MKCC - Director of Customer and Community Services 

  East West Rail 

Subject: You Said, We Did – Autumn Update now published  

Good morning, 

East West Rail’s You Said, We Did report has been published. This report outlines how our designs 

have evolved, shaped by extensive public consultation and detailed technical design work. The 

updates show how feedback from communities and stakeholders has directly influenced the 

development of the project. It also explains where there is still more work to be done.   

For further detail, the report can be found attached, and on our website here: 

www.eastwestrail.co.uk/you-said-we-did  .   

If you have any questions or would like to discuss the project further, please contact us at 

contact@eastwestrail.co.uk  

We look forward to continuing to engage with you as we design a railway that delivers benefits for 

generations to come.   

Yours sincerely, 

  David Hughes  

Chief Executive Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Town, New Town 

http://www.eastwestrail.co.uk/you-said-we-did


Why MK City Council feels Milton Keynes should continue to grow as a new, new town in addition to 

the planned expansion of 60,000 dwellings contained in the local plan. MKCC Presentation below 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



   
 
If you or someone you know has been diagnosed with a terminal illness, we can help 
 
If you or a loved one has received a terminal diagnosis, you will no longer have to pay council tax. 
We understand this is an incredibly difficult time, and worrying about bills should not be part of it. 
 
This support is available through our Council Tax Reduction Scheme. It means the full amount of 
council tax will be covered from the date of diagnosis, so you can focus on what matters most. 
 
If you need this support, or know someone who does, please visit our website 
https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/benefits/cost-living-support   or contact us on 01908 253794.  
 
MK City Council is here to help make things a little easier. 
 

 

 
 

MK City Council Cultural Strategy is coming out for consultation soon…. 
The Six Priorities / Themes are: 

A. Cultural Identity & Values 
What makes Milton Keynes unique culturally? 
How do we tell our story to ourselves and others? 
  
B. Access, Inclusion & Participation 
Who’s currently engaged in cultural life? Who isn’t? 
How do we ensure broader and deeper participation? 
  
C. Spaces, Places & Infrastructure 
What’s working and what’s missing – venues, public space, digital infrastructure? 
  
D. Skills, Talent & Workforce 
How do we nurture creative careers and retain talent? 
What partnerships are needed for education/training? 
  
E. Funding, Investment & Sustainability 
What would a sustainable funding ecosystem look like?  How do we build resilience? 
  
F. Collaboration, Leadership & Governance 
How do we better work together as a sector? 
What models of cultural leadership work for MK? 

 

 

https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/benefits/cost-living-support


 
Public Advice: bird flu 
 
DEFRA has confirmed cases of avian flu among some wild birds collected locally. While human 
infection is extremely rare, there are sensible precautions to take, such as not feeding ducks and 
other wild birds at present.  
 
Read them here: https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/health-and-wellbeing/avian-flu-guidance  
 
 
 

 

 

Don’t forget we are now in the Regulation 19 consultation phase for the 
Milton Keynes City Plan 2050. At this stage, MK City Council is asking for comments on whether 
the plan is legally compliant, based on strong evidence, and consistent with national planning 
policy. 
 
This plan sets out how Milton Keynes can grow in a way that delivers new homes, attracts 
investment and creates well-connected communities. It focuses on making sure people have 
access to schools, health services, shops and green spaces, while protecting the environment and 
putting infrastructure in place from the start. 
 
Since 2023, MKCC has run a wide-ranging engagement programme, including events across the 
city and an online campaign. Around 7,000 comments were received, and your feedback has 
helped shape the policies now included in the plan. 
 
Before we submit the plan to government for independent examination, we’re asking for 
comments specifically on its legal soundness and alignment with national planning policy.  
 
If you’d like to share your views or suggest changes to help ensure the plan meets national 
requirements, you can do so until 22 December at 5:30pm. 
 
For further information about the consultation and details on how to respond, please visit: 
https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/mk-city-plan-2050/mk-
city-plan-2050  
 

https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/health-and-wellbeing/avian-flu-guidance
https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/mk-city-plan-2050/mk-city-plan-2050
https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/mk-city-plan-2050/mk-city-plan-2050


 
 

 

The Parks Trust offers free water safety 
assemblies to help encourage children to stay safe around water. With winter fast approaching, it’s 
important to remind students about the hazards of cold water and ice. 
MK is home to numerous lakes, long stretches of river, a canal and many ponds across the 
parkland. This gives lots of opportunities to explore interesting habitats, but they can be 
dangerous if people don’t know how to act around them or what to do if they get into trouble. 
 
To book a water safety assembly please contact the outdoor learning team on 
outdoorlearning@theparkstrust.com  or visit the Parks Trust website. 
https://www.theparkstrust.com/schools-groups/primary-schools/assemblies/ 
 

 

mailto:outdoorlearning@theparkstrust.com
https://www.theparkstrust.com/schools-groups/primary-schools/assemblies/


  The Centre for Ageing Better picks out the policies likely to have the 
biggest impact on older people and the work they do at Ageing Better. 

 
The Chancellor has announced tax increases totalling £26 billion in the face of forecasts of weaker 
economic growth, faster inflation and higher unemployment.  
 
The budget announcement follows weeks of frenzied speculation as to what the Chancellor might 
announce with up to 13 potential tax policies mooted in the weeks before today’s official unveiling 
in Parliament.   The policies confirmed during the Chancellor’s Speech in the Commons and official 
Budget papers include:  
 

• A £150 cut to the average household energy bill from April next year as the government 
removes a large proportion of energy efficiency subsidies off electricity bills and scraps the 
energy company obligation (ECO) scheme.  

• The government will provide an additional £1.5 billion capital investment to tackle fuel 
poverty through its warm homes plan.  

• The freeze on the thresholds for when people start paying different levels of income tax 
has been extended and will result in 1.7 million people paying more tax. But the 
government has said that pensioners whose sole income is the basic or new State Pension 
will not have to pay the tax due when the state pension rises above the £12,570 threshold 
for paying 20% income tax.  

• Basic and new state pension payments will go up by 4.8% from April, more than the 
current rate of inflation, under the triple lock.  

• More than £800 million in funding over the next three years announced as part of the 
government’s Youth Guarantee which gives every young person a place in college, an 
apprenticeship or personalised job support.  

• Training for apprentices is to be free for under 25-year-olds at small and medium-sized 
companies as part of the programme.  

• Salary-sacrificed pension contributions above an annual £2,000 threshold will no longer be 
exempt from national insurance from April 2029. 

 

 

 

 Cllr David Hopkins – Representing Little Brickhill at MK City Council 


